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TESTIMONY OF

SARAH M. RJCHARDS, PRESIDENT
HAWAII THEATRE CENTER

TO: CITY COUNCIL, CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

The Honorable Todd K. Apo, Chair
TheHonorableNestorR. Garcia
The HonorableDukeBainu.m
TheHonorableRomyM. Cachola
TheHonorableDonovanM. DelaCruz
TheHonorableCharlesK. Djou
TheHonorableGaryH. Olcino
TheHonorableRod Tam

RE: CITY COUNCIL MEETTNG
WEDNESDAY,APRIL 22, 2009
2:00 PM, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER
BILL 15, CD1

To theHonorableTodd Apo andMemberof theCity Council:

My nameis SarahRichardsandI’m presidentof theHawaii TheatreCenterandI’m pleased
to havethe opportunityto testily in supportof theMayor’s original budgetfor theMayor’s
Office of Cultureandthe Arts in Bill 15, of $740,000.

SpecificallyI’m hereto urgeyou to restoretheproposedcuts to thebudgetof theMOCA
office, asthosecutswill havedirectbearingon the Hawaii Theatre,andourability to
continueoperatinganddeliveringprogramsfor over 100.000 Oaliu residentsandvisitors
annually,5,000public schoolstudentsand50 local non-profit performingarts andcivic
orgarnzations.

TheHawaii Theatrehasbeenin a long partnershipwith theCity and Countyof Honolulu
addressingnot only thepreservationof a cultural landmarkin downtownHonolulu,
providingthe second-largestperformancevenuein the State,offeringa wide arrayof
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attractions, but very specificallyservingasthecatalystfor theeconomicandcultural
revitalization of Downtown/Chinatown.

Use of the City fundsarevital componentsin helpingus to keepthedoorsopen,providing
employmentfor local anistsand providesa facility widely usedby manyorganizationsto
presentHawaiianshows,ballet,children’sprograms,Broadwayentertainment,classicalmusi.c
andplays.

Can you imaginetheimpacton locai. restaurants,galleriesandshopsin downtownHonolulu
— that is now copingwith seriouscrime anddrugproblems— if the 100,000patronsthat the
Theatrebringsto its doorannuallywith bright lights andHPD securitywereto disappear?

As we all know, thefiscalcrisis hashit all businessesandmostparticularly im...pactsnon-profits
that depend,as in ourcase,on 65% of oursupportfrom thepublic andprivatesectorsto
survive. The$75,000whichtheCity andCountyhasawardedto the Theatrehasamultiplier
effect of allowing usto operate,presentshowsandattractions,andcontributesto thegeneral
economy.

TheTheatreis very fiscally conservativeandhas operatedin aprudentmannersince
reopeningin 1996. Recently,wewere recognizedby theNon-ProfitFinanceFund,an
organizationwhich analyzesnon-profit financialoperationsand notedthat the Theatrewas a
model for others.

Therefore,I urgeyou to restoretheproposedcutsin theMOCA budgetto allow ourlights to
shinebrightly as wegreatlyenhancetheeconomicandcultural life ourourgreatcity.

Thankyou verymuchfor yourconsideration.

SarahM. Richards
President
Hawaii TheatreCenter
Ph: 791-1303
sarahrichards@hawaiitheatre.com


